Bielschowsky bodies (Lafora bodies of Bielschowsky type): report of a case associated with Rosenthal fibers in the brain stem.
Bielschowsky bodies are an uncommon type of polyglucosan body. Similar to Lafora bodies, they are characteristically identified within neuronal perikarya and neurites. However, they lack the diffuse distribution of Lafora bodies, and instead are typically restricted to the external pallidum, often in association with status marmoratus or atrophy of the putamen. Fewer numbers of Bielschowsky bodies have also been identified in other areas such as the substantia nigra, putamen and inner globus pallidus. We report an additional case with Bielschowsky bodies in an 18-year old female with cerebral palsy. This case demonstrated multifocal Bielschowsky bodies and abundant Rosenthal fibers in the midbrain and pons. To our knowledge the association of Bielschowsky bodies with this peculiar distribution of Rosenthal fibers has not previously been reported.